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ENCLOSED IS A REPORT ON THE SERVICE'S 1930 RANGE-WIDE
TRUMPETER SWAN POPULATION SURVEY, THE SERVICE INTENDS
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TRUMPETER SWAN POPULATION SURVEY - 1980
In 1980 a range-wide survey was conducted to determine the population status of the

Trumpeter Swan (Cygnus buccinator). It was the second in what is intended to be a series

of such surveys, initiated in 1975, to be eonducted at 5-year intervals. The purpose .of
the survey is to provide irformation on population size, distribution and productivity
useful in the management of this species. The scope of the survey -is range-wide,
covering parts of 9 States and 4 Canadian Provinces (Figure 1) and involving numerous
cooperators. The intent is to cover all major Trumpeter Swan breeding areas.

Procedures vary somewhat but generally the survey is conducted from fixed-wing
aireraft in known or suspected Trumpeter Swan breeding habitat. Cooperator's are
provid.ed with field and summary sheets for recording information {(Appendix I).

Results of the 1980 survey are presented in Table 1. Results of previous surveys are
not directly comparable with 1980 data because the survey coverage differed, but they
do provide &n indication of the changing status of both loeal and range-wide populations.
The information from previous surveys is presented in Table 2. Overall the Trumpeter
Swan population appears to be increasirig with some significant exceptions. The next

range~wide survey will be conducted in 1985.

Prepared by the Office of Migratory Bird Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Washington, D.C., October 1981.
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FIGURE 1. Location of Trumpeter Swan breeding populations 1\

in North America,
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Table 2. Trumpeter Swan population estimates for 1968, 1975 and 1980.

Percent Change

Area "19681/ 19751/ 1980 1975 to 1980

Alaska ‘ 2842 4170 7696 +85

Alberta 106 121 215 +78

British Columbia —not surveyed— | 12

Yukon : —not surveyed— 80

Northwest Territories —not surveyed— 12

Washington 37 39 4 -390

Oregon 51 36 59 +64

Nevada 34 32 28 -13

Tri-State 585 -not surveyed- 484

South Dakota 64 138 164 +19
Total 3719 4536 8754 +80.2/

1/ Data provided by David Weaver {pers. comm.).

2/ % increase based on total of populations surveyed in both 1975 and 1980.



Region:

SUMMARY

TRUMPETER SWAN SURVEY - 1980

Date(s):

Aircraft Hours;

Vehicle Miles:

STATUS

LOCATION

Singles

Singles with
broods

Pairs without
broods

Flocks

TOTALS

Total Broods:
Total Young:
Total Adults:
Total Swan:




FIELD SHEET

TRUMPETER SWAN SURVEY - 1980

Region: Observer(s):
Flight Time: or Vehicle Miles
Date: * Location: Observation: 1/

1/ Enter observations as:
S - Single
S & 2 Yng - Single with brood of 2 young
Pr - Pair
Pr & 4 Yng - Pair with brood of 4 young
3 Yng - brood of 3 with no parents
Flk 10 - Flock of 10 adult appearing swans



